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Doctor’s Surgery/ Integrated Care/ Corrin Home 
DHSC are working hard with us to secure better health and social care in the west including respite care and more care locally. 
The doctor’s surgery is currently undergoing extension works which will be completed later this year and so expand the facilities in Peel for the 
growing needs in the west of the Island. 
The Wellbeing Centre in Peel is now up and running having gone from pilot scheme to permanent facility with all the funding now in place. The 
announcement of the closure of the Corrin Home was a huge shock. The current number of residents is 21, far fewer than it has had previously. For 
many months it has had no manager or administrator and a failing infrastructure. We are assisting and facilitating with the various parties involved to 
find the best way forward. 
As we send this off to print, Tynwald has just agreed to instruct DHSC to work with the Trustees to extend the notice period for residents to a 
minimum of 6 months and to engage in discussions with the Trustees and Directors to ensure the future provision of care in the West.  

Bus timetable  
New bus timetables for 
the area have recently 
been published. We 
have both been 
working with the 
community to ensure 
that Bus Vannin 
provides a satisfactory 
service particularly to 
the outlying areas.  

Banking in the West 
Thank you to everyone who joined the protests against the Isle of Man Bank’s decision to close its branch in Peel. This has been such a retrograde 
step and despite both the public demonstration, a large petition and our direct contact with senior management both on Island and off Island, there 
was little empathy shown and no compromises. Fortunately we still have a cash machine at the Post Office but we really need some form of 
banking facility for individuals as well as businesses in the west. A motion was recently passed in Tynwald that may compel banks to provide 
service for charities and non-profit organisations with some level of service for the public. We are also pushing for a second cash point for Glenfaba 
and Peel.  

Schools 
The schools have worked 
very hard during this difficult 
time and our thanks go to the 
staff. The QEII stem block is 
at design stage and work 
should begin next year. 
Improvements for the ever 
increasing demands at Peel 
Clothworkers will be on the 
agenda going forward.  

Peel Marina 
Dredging is almost 
complete and the next 
phase will be to transport 
the silt to Turkeylands 
which is subject to 
planning approval. Work 
to prevent contaminants 
entering the harbour are 
underway.  

Roads/Footpaths 
 The highway restructure scheme of East Quay has been fully funded and will follow the MUA pipe 
laying. Unfortunately Covid slowed this scheme down considerably. Many smaller schemes have been 
completed throughout the whole constituency but there is still a lot of work to do on the backlog of road repairs.  
 The heritage trail is seeing finishing touches and it is now being widely used and enjoyed by the whole 
Island as well as locally. 
 After much support, the budget for Michael Street improvements was secured but sadly no consensus 
has been achieved by some of the businesses on the nature of the improvements and this has affected 
progress. However, the planning application rejection has been appealed by the commissioners and a 
decision is awaited.  

Peel Sewage and Bathing Water Quality  
The pipe work for the sewage plant in East Quay is nearing completion. Manx 
Utilities has published a ‘Call for Sites’ for the location of Peel Sewage Plant, 
following the unsuccessful development of Glenfaba House. We believe the site 
by the power plant remains the best option The planning application on the 
chosen site is to go ahead next February. 
In the meantime with the adoption of new bathing standards (EU 2006 Bathing 
Water Directive) monitoring continues to take place on a regular basis in Peel 
with water quality results available on the DEFA website to enable people to 
make informed decisions about swimming in the sea.  
Glen Maye bridge and footpath improvements are due to start in June.  



Geoffrey Boot  
As we approach the end of this administration I thought it would be a good idea to look back on what has been achieved 
from a constituency point of view and through my role as Minister of the Department of Environment Food and Agriculture. 
From a constituency point of view in both this administration and the last, I have sought to stay in touch with constituents 
through use of social media and joint newsletters with Ray advising of developments from a personal perspective and 
those of government Island wide. I normally respond to correspondence on the same day and whilst I can’t solve all 
issues brought to me, I am pleased to say that a high percentage do have a satisfactory outcome.  

 
Local elections will be held in July. I thank those that have served an extra year 
because of the Covid crisis and hope that some will re-stand as well as new 
candidates. Local democracy is important, it feeds through to us at MHK and 
government level and working together for instance via our joint local political 
Surgery in Peel with Peel Commissioners is a useful insight into local issues and 
problems.  
 
As a loyal Isle of Man Bank customer I was dismayed at their lack of empathy 
with the local community and distain for their loyalty. We tried a number of 
compromises, including sharing staff with Castletown which has also closed. At 
least the mobile bank is still running but we do need a better banking solution in 
Peel and for the West.  
 

Fishing Industry 
This has been particularly badly hit with lack of market due to covid lockdown both in the UK and Europe. As Minister 
responsible I have worked with Treasury and there have been two tranches of support paying both boat owners, the 
producers, processing and brokering. It is vitally important that we keep the whole of the infrastructure together. Whilst 
prices are still low, conservation measures and better understanding of stock levels have enabled improved catches and 
we are working towards a sustainable fishery. The outcome of Brexit has removed much latency that is the ability for 
vessels to fish in our waters historically by bringing in stringent track record requirements and we will over the next few 
years not only renegotiate the fisheries management agreement with other jurisdictions but be able  to capture more of 
our fish quota as this is taken back from the EU. As this goes to press I am currently working with Treasury on a third 
tranch of support. 
 
Animal Welfare Bill  
I introduced this to the Keys but sadly despite 93% approval during consultation it was voted down. A sad day for animal 
welfare on the Isle of Man. 
 
Climate Change  
The Climate Change Bill has now completed its passage through parliament and will shortly receive royal assent. The Bill 
strikes a balance between our aspirations for net zero by 2050, unrealistic expectations, our economy and cost to the 
community. It is hoped a new Green Living Grant Scheme offering substantial money to improve energy efficiency in 
homes across the Island will be launched in July.  
 
Corrin Home  
This was referred to in the news items but I must comment that 
personally I was angry and shocked we had no prior notice, we fully 
support the staff who are fighting hard to save the home as it leaves 21 
residents with an uncertain future. We need  strategic plan for the future 
and a short term solution.  
 
Agriculture 
The new Agri Environment Scheme is now live and running. This 
preserves an element of area payment with further environmental 
incentives. It has been well received by both the agricultural community 
and environmentalists. The woodland grant scheme will I hope soon been approved and offers real incentives to plant 
broad leaf and indigenous woodland that will not only increase biodiversity, improve our natural environment but 
contribute to CO2 reduction.  
 
Finally as this is our last newsletter before we go into election mode, I would like to thank the Glenfaba and Peel 
community for their support, it has been an honour to serve you. Its not been the easiest of administrations but despite 
covid we have as government achieved many of the things that we set out to do, that will hopefully improve peoples lives 
and outcomes in the years to come. I hope over the next few months during the run up to the general election I will meet 
many of you and share your aspirations for the future.  
 
Foxdale  
Kion Slieu Dam - a scheme to make the dam more sustainable and reduce down river contamination will commence 
soon.  



Ray Harmer 
I’m putting myself forward again as a candidate for Glenfaba and Peel in the General Election this September. It has been 

an honour and privilege to represent and fight for the people of this constituency over the last five years. While there has been 
much progress, there still remains more to do and complete, all of which I am very passionate about. I will continue to push for  
the Peel Sewage Plant to be built, producing safe bathing for all the family, the STEM block at QEII to be up and running, for 
improved medical facilities, including respite care and a fully integrated health care service in the West and much more.  

Most of the previous year has been dealing with the Covid-19 crisis in the Council of Ministers. We have learnt to adapt to 
the ever changing threat and to the improved protection provided by the vaccine rollout. It has been a roller coaster ride as the 

pandemic has brought terrible loss of lives and affected livelihood. My thanks go everyone 
who has kept us safe and kept the Island going particularly supporting those most in need. 
My focus is now the exit framework where border restrictions are eased and we learn to live 
in a world with Covid-19 for the foreseeable future. Importantly we are not finally safe until 
we are all safe so I’ve been working with the Island’s international development fund which 
has been focused on saving lives through the World Health Organisation’s vaccine 
programmes. 
Covid-19 has radically changed the way we live and put immense pressures on people in all 
walks of life. I have great admiration for people who have worked tirelessly in the health 
sector where the day never stops. Looking ahead we can see   changes in the way we work, 
where remote working and teams meetings become more the norm. The government has 
also had to adjust and become more flexible. We have had to create various virtual ‘task 
and finish’ teams.  
Due to Covid-19 nine months have been lost in the programme of Government. However we 
have continued to find ways to keep important work going, such as the housing strategy, 
climate change, economic regeneration and health transformation. 
As Policy & Reform Minister my role has usually involved chairing important strategic policy 
areas, as follows: 

 
Economic Recovery Group 

This work has been critical as we have faced the Covid-19 pandemic. We introduced the salary support schemes, MERA 
and targeted support for our hospitality and tourist sectors. In a few months a LoveIOM campaign will be launched to 
encourage us to spend locally which is vital for the Manx economy.  

Going forward we have employed KPMG to support a new economic strategy looking to diversify into new sectors of e-
commerce, niche businesses and a tourism that is all-year round. Our flexibility and innovative skills will become ever more 
important as we respond to the tough global climate. Our beautiful island makes a perfect base for new businesses to thrive 
with strong internet links, energy resilience, safer environment and a soft touch regulation.  

The growth in the economy must benefit everyone and the aim is for everyone to at least be paid a living wage. This has 
already been achieved for government employees.  

 
Health Transformation 

The establishment of Manx Care is a huge achievement for all involved. But 
this is only the beginning of the challenge. Better care for all is the aim, but this 
will need better administration (and data!), integrated care and strong 
collaboration with doctors. Health Care inflation is much higher than standard 
inflation so better care and greater efficiencies are the goal. 
 
National Housing Strategy 

This will map the next important steps in developing a strategy for suitable and 
affordable housing for all. Some progress has been made in reducing waiting 
lists for commissioner housing through measures such as shared lists and 
criteria weighted more towards need.   
 

Climate Change  

It is has been truly historical that we have a climate change bill that commits us to net 
zero carbon by 2050. The Green Living Grant which will be launched this Summer will 
provide grants to support people’s transition to make houses more energy efficient 
such as insulation and new heating solutions.  
 
Gas Regulation – Fair Prices 

The previous voluntary agreement was not fit for purpose and was leading to high 
gas prices. It became clear that a better revised voluntary agreement was not 
possible or even desirable. 

In very quick time, legislation was brought forward to put Manx Gas under 
statutory regulation. This means fair prices. In the short term the new independent 
regulator has put in a price freeze which I took through Tynwald. There now will be a 
full review of Manx Gas’ prices and profits. This will see price reductions greater than 
could be achieved through a voluntary agreement. We have also secured a 5.2% 
reduction from a Government loan charge if Manx Gas pass these on. 

 
 



Declaration  
We have both been asked on numerous occasions whether we are going to stand in the forthcoming general 
election and we can both confirm that we will be. It’s been an honour to serve the constituency and Island as a 
whole. 
 
This will be our final newsletter before the election. 
 
Whatever our personal views it has always been our stance that we would work together to fight for the best 
outcome for the constituency and for our island. 
 
No-one could have imagined the tough challenges that the island would face when we started on this journey. 
Despite this, the island has stayed strong and resilient. Working together has never been more important.  
 
Perhaps the biggest expected challenge when this administration started was Brexit but for the Isle of Man the 
challenge of Brexit is all but over. While it is still posing challenges, our fishing and agricultural communities have 
come out of it well. We still have access to European markets, albeit with increased paperwork and bureaucracy 
but from a fishing community perspective we have actually restricted access to foreign vessels and will in due 
course recover valuable quota. 
 
Both of us have been at the heart of a Climate Change Bill which sets us on a path to net zero by 2050. We have 
been working with the Climate Change Transformation Board with input from Citizens Forum as well as our 
advisor Professor Curran to maximise CO2 reduction and minimise the cost to the Island, as well as bring the 
community with us. Our biosphere status has enabled buy-in right across the spectrum.  
 
Finally the world pandemic overtook us and it became Covid. Who would have believed the transformation that 
has taken place in the last 12 plus months. Prompt action and community buy-in meant that despite the tragic 
death of 29 people (as this is written) we have been able to contain outbreaks and unlike the rest of the UK 
enjoyed 7 plus months of normal living with the exception of border controls, during the Summer/Autumn/Winter 
of last year. During the crisis periods Council of Ministers has been meeting on occasions daily and sometimes 
two or three times a day to lead and keep up with events. We have taken advice and analysed data from Public 
Health and the medical profession. The National Health Service coped and we offer our thanks to all the staff that 
work around Public Health and the Health Service. We maintained resilience throughout although this has led to 
the inevitable backlog of routine treatment and diagnosis. We have now moved from elimination to mitigation; the 
very successful vaccine programme is playing its part in normalising life and hopefully our borders.  
 
Our economy has taken a hit and we know that many people are worried about the future. Fortunately prudent 
budgeting in earlier years has meant that we do have a reserve for that rainy day and this last year has been our 
rainy day. As a result the last budget kept taxes very much as they were. The last thing we need to do is increase 
them when many are struggling. Now is the time to build our economy.  
 
So briefly looking to the future, the pandemic has shown how well our community can work together. This 
administration is leaving a good legacy in terms of sound financial management and of course Public Health. We 
must continue to promote and share our interests with the UK as a whole, that includes industry and 
manufacturing, financial services, agriculture and fisheries. The west of the island is our home and is extremely 
important to us. We want to see our people and businesses flourish.  

West & North Area Plan  
Critical to the future of the economy and the environment is the planning policy.  This plan provides employment 
land, earmarking development for brownfield sites, securing strategic reserves as well as protecting important 
wildlife areas. It is aimed to have a complete island plan by 2025 but the next critical step is the North & West 
Area Plan where we would value your opinions.  

Joint Surgeries 
The joint surgery where we join Peel Town Commissioners at the Peel Town Hall between 11am and 
12pm will take place on the following dates: 12th June, 3rd July, 7th August (final surgery). If you have 
any matters of concern please feel free to drop in.  


