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How time flies, it is now over four months since I was 
elected as your MHK so inline with my commitment to 
stay ‘in touch’ I thought it would be an appropriate time 
to send out a newsletter. 
 
Being elected MHK meant I had to resign my post as a 
German Commissioner, this has now been filled by 
Fiona Moore and my congratulations to her on the 
appointment albeit shorter than mine as there will be 
Commissioners elections in April this coming year, 
whereas the next General Election is in September.  This 
neatly brings me to making sure you are on the Electoral 
Roll for both these forthcoming elections. Many sadly 
were unable to vote in the by-election as a result of 
Government changes to the way the electoral roll was 
compiled, ie you needed to positively respond. You can 
now seek enrolment using this link www.gov.im/
media/625427/how-to-register-to-vote.pdf. So if you have 
not recently completed a registration form check it out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next general election will be fought in a combined 
seat of Glenfaba and Peel. Glenfaba is a distinctly rural 
constituency whilst Peel is a town/city with popular 
beach and marine facilities. It would consequently be 
good to have a representative from each of the present 
constituencies reflecting the new make up of the overall 
area. 
 
As there will be two MHKs elected for the constituency of 
Glenfaba and Peel I have been cooperating (as you 
would expect) with Ray Harmer MHK for Peel who was 
elected in a by-election at the same time (in fact we 
share the same office), for better outcomes for the West 
as a whole.  

Geoffrey Boot Narrative 
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all 

those that voted for me. For those that didn’t, well the 

Election is well and truly over and I can assure you 

that as your elected representative I will work for 

everyone without fear or favour to the best of my 

ability. Although I think this is a given I just wanted to 

reemphasise the same. 

 

Since the election I have met my then opponent, who 

remains a Patrick Commissioner, and have expressed 

desire to help and support his efforts to form a Manx 

Credit union as well as work with Patrick 

Commissioners. 

 

Congratulations to Adrian Christian, another Patrick 

Commissioner, for setting up a new Facebook page for 

the Commissioners to help people stay in touch with 

local issues and what is going on. 

 

I promised I would hit the ground running and since 

my inauguration four days after the election, that is 

exactly what I have been doing.  

 

I am pleased to say my first public engagement was 

the annual prize giving at the QE2 School which 

served to showcase the schools success. 

 

This was followed by a round of all the different 

Departments of Government with briefings from 

Ministers and Chief Executive Officers as well as 

meeting staff. I have also had meetings with the Chief 

Constable, Chief Fire Officer, Chairman of Manx 

Utilities and Chairman of Communications 

Commission. Before you switch off no I am not going 

to go through a list of everything or departments I 

have attended, but thought to let you know that I am 

now as fully briefed as I can be in the short time 

available. 



Tynwald Court 
My first Tynwald Court, that’s a combined sitting of the Legislative 
Council and Keys, was a steep learning curve and longer than I had 
anticipated. The first day we sat until 9.15pm and the second day 
10.15pm! 
 
I was however able to ask my first question to Minister of Infrastructure, 
Phil Gawne, regarding the Old Tackle Box Site and the junction and 
condition of the main road through Foxdale village. Good news – 
assurances that work would begin on resurfacing/reprofiling the road 
as well as finishing the landscaping. All budgeted for in the coming 
year. 
 
The coming few months are going to be an interesting period. There is a lot of legislation that is backlogged at present 
and may well not appear before the next election. There is also an element of grandstanding amongst my colleagues 
who are vying for attention with the general election in September. This sadly on occasions uses time that could be 
better deployed in considering issues of importance. I’m trying to avoid doing this but will no doubt take criticism for 
not accepting opportunities to get my name in the paper or on the radio. 

Select Committees 
Tynwald has three standing Select Committees and I have been elected by my fellow Members to 

serve on the Social Services Policy Review Committee. It’s an important scrutiny committee which 

looks at Home Affairs ie Police, Fire, Border Control, The Health Service and Social Services and 

finally and not least the Department of Education. I have now attended four meetings and at the 

second we took oral evidence in public from the Minister of Department of Home Affairs, the Hon 

Juan Watterson MHK, who answered questions on some of the issues that are current at the 

moment. These included items such  as cuts to Policing and the possible imposition of ID/Passport 

checks at our ports, Fire Service and the provision of a live fire training facility on Island rather 

than sending people across for specialist training and the single legal entity recently consulted on 

by Government and how that would affect Departmental interaction. 

 

It was a useful session, some of which has been reported elsewhere. I am looking forward to further scrutiny in one 

particular field that has raised some concerns among constituents, the way in which Social Services appear on occasions to 

overreact particularly removing children from families and the way our foster care system operates. 

 

A petition for redress was presented at this years Tynwald Ceremony and as a result a Select Committee on Registration of 
Property has been set up and I am now a member of this. The petitioner had an adverse registration against part of their 
property but our remit will look at the Land Registry system overall on the Isle of Man and whether we have any 

recommendations on the nature of making this more secure and preventing incorrect registration of property in the future. 

Strategic Sea Services 
At an early meeting with the Minister of 

Infrastructure Phil Gawne, I expressed an 

interest in this group as a user and having 

been on the receiving end of complaints 

about the present services and cost. 

 

Within the last month or so a public 

consultation document was issued. I did 

flag this up on Facebook and my webpage 

and hope that many of you responded. The 

consultation is now closed but attracted 

numerous responses. 

 

Unfortunately the work of the group is 

confidential and all I can say is we are 

rigorously examining what we have at the 

moment and what the alternatives for the 

future will be. 

Commissioners 
As a former German Commissioner 

– I had to resign as a result of my 

election to the House of Keys – I 

have taken a keen interest in further 

delegation of powers to 

Commissioners and also work with 

them wherever I can. 

German/Patrick 
The sad passing of John Kennaugh Captain of German Parish created 
a vacancy in addition to my resignation. Congratulations to Fiona 
Moore my replacement. The other seat remains unfilled as it is now 
less than six months to the next Commissioners elections. I have 
written and spoken to the Chairman and offered any help wherever I 
can as indeed I have with Patrick Commissioners, where I have had 
face to face meetings with two Commissioners and will in the New 
Year attend a full meeting in February. Also additional congratulations 
to Alan Corlett the newly appointed Captain of German Parish.  



Departmental Responsibility 
Almost as soon as the election was over I was 
being asked whether I would join a Government 
Department. I resolved fairly quickly that to get a 
real insight into how Government works and in 
preparation for next years general election I 
needed to get experience of the Departmental 
structure and individuals involved. 
 
Consequently after visits to the various 
Departments and the Chief Minister, the Council 
of Ministers offered me six delegations in the 
Department of Economic Development (DED). I 
am particularly pleased about this as I believe the 
Island needs to grow its economy if we are to 
continue to have a sustainable Civil Service, 
Social Services, Pensions, everything relies on 
sufficient economic activities. My delegations are 
quite wide ranging and include Retail Sector, 
Construction Sector, Mines and Minerals, 
Department Property and Clean Tech. 
 
There is then a cross over with my Departmental 
responsibility in the Department of Environmental 
Food and Agriculture (DEFA) in as much that I 
have been tasked to work with the new DEFA 
Business Manager Andrew Lees to add value to 
agricultural production in accordance with already 
published Strategy Documents. 
 
Both of these roles offer challenges and rewards, 
if for instance we can get Manx meat back into 
Tesco’s and Marks & Spencer’s it would be great 
help for the meat plant. Just getting people to 
think in a joined up way would be a step in the 
right direction. We need to add value to our 
produce, we have a unique environment as far as 
provenience goes, disease free, more organic, we 
just need to do more to sell ourselves and get 
people geared up to add value. 
 
Agriculture production is key to our islands 
landscape and I will work to maintain its viability 
in the future. 
 
We also have some great stories to tell in many of 
our sectors in particular retail. Tynwald Mills is a 
great local asset.  
 
Although our unemployment rates are low we can 
do better and when the Chief Minister talks about 
creating 15,000 additional jobs these don’t all 
necessarily have to come outside. I have recently 
been involved with working with the Isle of Man 
College to provide more vocational training, 
assisting and getting younger people into work as 
well as retraining older members of our work 
force.  

Manx Utilities 
An early meeting with the Chairman 

of Manx Utilities and CEO 
determined that the St Johns 

Sewerage Works will be renovated 
this coming financial year with a 

new plant that will be covered and 

replace the present dated facilities. 
 

There is also a requirement for a 
new Peel plant particularly relevant 

after the fractured discharge pipe earlier this year. Whilst there 
is some progress, the news was not quite as encouraging but 

there is an overall commitment to renew the plant and do away 

with the archaic out fall pipe within the near future. 

I have attended, often with my wife, a number of local events 

and it never fails to amaze me the amount of effort people put 

in on a selfless basis for charity fund raising for local good 

causes etc. 

 

At Cronk-y-Voddy the Produce Show was well attended and the 

Big Spud Competition has encouraged us 

to enter this coming year.  

 

It was great to meet parishioners at St 

James Church Dalby and pick up a copy 

of their local cookery book, a well 

produced quality production entitled ‘A 

Slice of Dalby’. Well worth getting and at 

£9.99 a bargain and 

much of that goes 

to good causes. 

 

In my role at DEFA I was also able to 

launch another cookery book – it seems at 

long last Manx cuisine is coming of age – 

‘The Island Kitchen’ produced by Lily 

Publications which will be available 

worldwide. 

 

Traffic issues continue to be of concern throughout the 

constituency and when I met the Chief Constable I raised the 

matter of enforcement. Some would like to see more speed 

limits and even 20 miles an hour in urban areas. Without 

proper enforcement putting signs up has little affect. 

Consequently I requested that the police pay particular 

attention to a number of areas where speeding has been 

flagged up as a serious issue. 

 

The question of internet access continues to cause concern in 

the Dalby area and I was able to raise this issue with the 

Chairman of the Communications Commission and Manx 

Telecom. I am hoping that my representations have taken root. 

Local Issues 



Green Road Usage 
Use of Green Roads particularly by motorcyclists has caused severe erosion problems. I have flagged up a 
number of issues in this respect.  

Although the main arterial roads through the constituency and the 

Island for that matter are generally in fair condition the Foxdale Main 

Road in the village centre, as alluded to earlier, is sadly in need of 

resurfacing and this is now programmed.  

 

Other issues continue to cause concern particularly with all the flood 

water we have had of late. Gully clearing and hedge cutting have now 

been devolved to the Commissioners. 

 

Many other issues have come up over the last few months, I can assure 

you that where I am able I have made representations in the correct 

parties and I hope that issues raised have been addressed. 

Constituency 
Issues 
Being an MHK comes with 
a constituency workload, 
whilst most contact is of a 
confidential nature I can 
confirm that of those that 
have made contact nearly 
all queries have been 
acknowledged and if not 
dealt with within 48 hours 
and I hope to keep this 
record up. 

Electoral Roll 
A lot of people were disappointed at the by-election to find themselves not 
on the current electoral roll, this was as a result of the roll being purged 
earlier in the year and people having to make a positive response rather 
than being kept on the roll.  
 
This change was not publicised sufficiently. 
 

However, this is in the past now and 
with the Commissioners elections 
coming up in Spring and a General 
Election in September its important 
you secure your right to vote. The 
Register will be updated on a number 
of occasions during the year . 

 
By the time you receive this newsletter Christmas will be over and in that respect I hope you have had a 
good festive season and not eaten or drunk too much! 
 
The New Year beckons, lets hope it will be a healthy and prosperous one for all. Happy New Year! 
 
 
 
 
Follow my blog for the latest and more detailed information:- 
www.geoffreyboot.org  
https://www.facebook.com/geoffrey.boot.iom 
 
Patrick Commissioners Contact Details 
Mr I Maule, Hall Caine Pavillion, Old Church Road, Crosby, Isle of Man. IM4 2HA  
Telephone:01624 803031  
Email: patrickcommissioners@manx.net 

 
German Commissioners Contact Details 
Clerk Mrs C D Faid, 20 Westbourne Road, Ramsey, Isle of Man. IM8 2EP  
Telephone: 01624 816112 Fax: 01624 816112  
Email: gpc1@manx.net  
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